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executIVe suMMaRy
indEPEndEnt rEPorting mEchAniSm (irm):

South AfricA
ProgreSS rePort 2011-2013
South Africa’s national action plan focussed on improving service delivery, fighting
corruption, and encouraging civic participation. Progress was made on several of
the commitments, but others were either difficult to assess or required no action
by government.
the open government Partnership (ogP) is a voluntary international
initiative that aims to secure commitments from governments to
their citizenry to promote transparency, empower citizens, fight
corruption, and harness new technologies to strengthen governance.
the independent reporting mechanism carries out a biannual review of
each ogP participating country’s activities.
one of the eight founding countries of the ogP, South Africa began
formal participation in September 2011.
in South Africa, the department of Public Service and Administration (dPSA)
led ogP efforts. the national treasury and the department of Environmental
Affairs were also involved. Additionally, South Africa is a federal system, so
municipalities have some autonomy over local ogP coordination.

OGP PrOcess
countries participating in ogP are required to follow a process for
consultation during development and implementation of their ogP action
plan. civil society complained that the deadline for responding to the
call for engagement was only days, publicity and availability online were
lacking, and the action plan was largely shaped by internal consultative
processes from within government. the government’s self-assessment
confirmed these issues.
In contrast, South Africa carried out more significant consultations during
commitment implementation, from direct contact through community
development workers, to consultative forums in the form of imbizos.
consultations during the self-assessment process were more effective.
Still, by some accounts, these methods could be improved by better
taking into account and reflecting citizen feedback.

This report was prepared by Ralph Mathekga of Clear Content Research & Consulting
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table 1 summarises the eight commitments made by South Africa and gives the irm researcher’s assessment
of each commitment’s level of completion, whether each is on schedule, and key next steps. in general, South
Africa’s plan maintained a focus on enhancing service delivery, fighting corruption, and encouraging civic
participation. table 2 summarises the irm assessment of progress on each commitment.

Table 1 | Assessment of Progress by Commitment

1. Accountability/Consequences Management
framework: develop and implement a “people
first” framework for public servants.

comPlEtE

SuBStAntiAl

limitEd

leVel oF
coMMItMent
coMpletIon pRogRess
not StArtEd

ExEcutivE SummAry

ImPlementatIOn Of cOmmItments

next steps

Ahead of schedule,
behind schedule, or
on schedule?

unclear: no
measurable deadlines

continued work on
basic implementation

2. Service Delivery improvement forums
(SDifs): formalise partnerships with cSos in all
nine provinces to establish Sdifs to provide timely
citizen report cards on service delivery levels.

on schedule

continued work on
basic implementation

3. Know Your Service rights and responsibilities:
conduct an outreach campaign to inform citizens
and hold government accountable.

on schedule

continued work on
basic implementation

4. National Anti-corruption forum and Anticorruption hotline: Enhance national integrity
through building a national Anti-corruption forum
and an Anti-corruption hotline.

on schedule

continued work on
basic implementation

5. guidelines for corruption-related Sanctions:
Approve guidelines on sanctions for corruptionrelated cases.

Behind schedule

Significant revision
of the commitment

6. Develop a citizen Participation guideline:
develop a written guideline and ensure every
public sector department has a functional citizen
engagement unit to proactively engage with
civil society.

on schedule

continued work on
basic implementation

7. enhance involvement of civil Society in
Budget Process: Enhance the progressive
realisation of socio-economic rights and enable
citizens to track public expenditures.

unclear: no
measurable deadlines

Significant revision
of the commitment

Behind schedule

continued work on
basic implementation

8. Environmental Management Portal Feasibility
Study: Establish the feasibility of a single
comprehensive and publicly accessible portal of
environmental management information.
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unclEAr

unclEAr

coMMItMent

suMMaRy oF FIndIngs

1. Accountability/Consequences Management
framework

South Africa’s self-assessment report omitted this commitment.
neither civil society nor the irm researcher received a response
to questions about this commitment. depending on government’s
explanation of this omission, this commitment should be reaffirmed
in the next action plan.

2. Service Delivery improvement forums

A concept paper was developed, technically completing this
commitment. civic participation needs to be widened to ensure that
the commitment is effective. civil society needs to better organise
itself to participate more effectively. civil society participants
acknowledged the potential of this commitment to change South
Africa’s service delivery practice, yet noted that government seemed
to be wary of empowering citizens.

3. Know Your Service rights and responsibilities

outreach initiatives have been undertaken to educate citizens about
their rights. the commitment can be strengthened going forward by
making a “Know Your Rights and Responsibilities” booklet available
in local languages. cSos called for a renewed partnership between
government and CSOs to fulfil this initiative.

4. National Anti-corruption forum and Anticorruption hotline

the Anti-corruption hotline was established in 2004, prior to the
commitment, and the commitment did not move practice beyond
the already existing baseline. the national Anti-corruption forum
was hampered by a lack of credibility. Efforts to renew public trust
should complement the establishment of new institutions.

5. guidelines for corruption-related Sanctions

no measurable activities were reported regarding implementation.

6. Develop a citizen Participation guideline

A draft citizen participation guideline was developed and awaits
finalisation. The commitment should be reformulated as, “Develop
and finalise guidelines…” to make implementation more measurable
and accountable.

7. enhance involvement of civil Society in
the Budget Process

South African cSos already participate in budgetary processes.
however, this participation existed prior to the ogP commitment,
and the commitment did not move practice beyond the already
existing baseline.

8. Environmental Management Portal
feasibility Study

online assessment reports on water quality have existed since
2008, prior to the commitments made to OGP. They do not fulfil
the commitment to study the feasibility of a single environmental
information portal.

eXecutiVe SuMMArY
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ExEcutivE SummAry

Table 2 | Summary of Progress by Commitment

ExEcutivE SummAry

Key recOmmendatIOns
In addition to the recommendations for each commitment listed in
table 2, a number of crosscutting recommendations impact both the
remaining implementation of the first South African action plan and the
development of the next version.

continued emphasis on Service Delivery
delivery of basic services is one of the most pressing issues in
south africa. yet, government initiatives like the protection of state
Information Bill have created an environment in which advocates of
accountability feel suspicious of any government commitment towards
openness initiatives. Formalising partnerships with civil society would
reduce the level of mistrust that characterises their relationship with
government. the next action plan should focus on how government
relates with csos, community-based organisations, and communities at
large. Without strong trust, tensions within communities will continue to
build and might escalate service-delivery protests.
raising Awareness
The OGP initiative is not sufficiently publicised in South Africa. While
some csos (such as the open democracy advisory centre and the
Western cape province branch of the south african national ngo
coalition) are aware of the ogp and have been tracking the initiative,
a number of relevant stakeholders are unaware of the ogp. the level
of awareness is also unsatisfactory among government agencies that
do work related to the initiative. this poor state of awareness suggests
that efforts must be made to publicise the ogp initiative and the south
african action plan.

framing of commitments
a number of south africa’s commitments involved activities that did
not stretch government practice beyond the baseline that existed
prior to joining the OGP. This makes it difficult to review the progress
of government in fulfilling those commitments. In many cases, as
demonstrated in south africa’s self-assessment, government can
point to activities that took place before entering ogp as successful
implementation. This process results in retrospective fulfilment that
calls into question the purpose of selecting those goals. to avoid this
problem, the ogp should request governments to provide information
on the state of completion of commitments involving pre-existing
activities when they are included in the country action plan. thus
the review could focus on activities that have taken place since the
commitments were made.
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elIGIbIlIty
requIrements 2011:
to participate in ogP, governments
must demonstrate commitment to
open government by meeting minimum
criteria on key dimensions of open
government. third-party indicators
are used to determine country
progress on each of the dimensions.
for more information, visit:
www.opengovpartnership.org/eligibility

BuDget trANSPAreNcY:
4 out of 4
ACCESS to InForMAtIon:
lAw EnActEd
ASSet DiScloSure:
4 out of 4
civic PArticiPAtioN:
8.53 out of 10

clear content
provides services on
local government
analysis, particularly on public
participation and public finance
in the form of budgeting advisory
for municipalities and national
departments.
the open government
partnership (ogp)
aims to secure
concrete commitments
from governments to promote
transparency, empower citizens,
fight corruption, and harness
new technologies to strengthen
governance. ogp’s Independent
Reporting Mechanism assesses
development and implementation
of national action plans to foster
dialogue among stakeholders and
improve accountability.
INDEPENDENT
REPORTING MECHANISM

i | BAckground
the open government Partnership (ogP) is a voluntary, multi-stakeholder international
initiative that aims to secure commitments from governments to their citizenry
to promote transparency, empower citizens, fight corruption, and harness new
technologies to strengthen governance. in pursuit of these goals, ogP provides
an international forum for dialogue and sharing among governments, civil society
organisations (cSos), and the private sector, all of which contribute to a common pursuit
of open government. ogP stakeholders include participating governments as well as
civil society and private sector entities that support the principles and mission of ogP.
South Africa, one of ogP’s founding countries, began
its formal participation in September 2011, when
President Jacob zuma launched the initiative along
with other heads of state and ministers in new york.
to participate in ogP, governments must demonstrate
commitment to open government by meeting
a minimum set of performance criteria on key
dimensions of open government that increase
government responsiveness, strengthen citizen
engagement, and fight corruption. Indicators,
produced by organisations other than ogP, determine
country progress on each of the dimensions, with
points awarded for each category. South Africa entered
the partnership exceeding the minimal requirements
for eligibility, with a high score in each criteria. it had
the highest possible ranking in the categories of “open
budgets,”1 “access to information law,”2 and “asset
disclosure for senior officials.”3 it also had a score of
8.53 out of a possible 10 on the Economist intelligence
Unit’s Democracy Index “civil liberties” subscore.4
All participating governments must develop action plans
that elaborate their commitments over a two year time
period. governments begin their action plans by sharing
their open government efforts to date. the country
action plans then set out each government’s ogP
commitments, related to a set of five “grand challenges.”
(See Section iv for a list of the grand challenges.) these
commitments should stretch government practice
beyond its current baseline by building on current efforts,
taking new steps to complete ongoing reforms, or
initiating action in new areas.

South Africa developed its action plan from June
through September 2011. the plan was submitted in
September, and implementation began January 1, 2012.
the government published its self-assessment in April
2013. As of July 2013, officials and civil society members
were working on the second national action plan.
Pursuant to ogP requirements the irm partnered
with a national research organisation, clear content
research & consulting of South Africa, who carried out
this evaluation of the process and implementation of
South Africa’s first action plan. It is the aim of the IRM
to inform ongoing dialogue around development and
implementation of future commitments in each ogP
participating country. See the Annex for more detail
on methodology.

InstItutIOnal cOntext
South Africa’s department of Public Service and
Administration (dPSA) is the lead institution to
coordinate ogP activities.5 the dPSA is responsible for
general coordination of public service in the country.
there are limits to the dPSA’s coordinating power.
Although it is responsible for setting norms and
standards for public service,6 municipalities have
executive powers over their affairs. national and
provincial governments have a constitutional duty
to support municipalities. the extent of the dPSA’s
coordinating powers should be understood in line
with the principle that municipalities are not entirely
subordinate to national or provincial governments;
i
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they have a certain level of autonomy. in addition,
municipal employees are not classified as public
servants, and thus do not currently form part of the
public sector.7
unless otherwise noted, references to “the
government” are specific to DPSA in its lead role for
ogP in South Africa.

methOdOlOGIcal nOte
the irm partners with experienced, independent
national researchers to author and disseminate
reports for each ogP participating government. in
South Africa, the irm partnered with clear content
research & consulting of Johannesburg. clear
content reviewed the government’s self-assessment
report, gathered the views of civil society, and
interviewed appropriate government officials and other
stakeholders. the report was reviewed by ogP staff
and a panel of experts.

1

Summaries of these forums and more detailed
explanations are given in the Annex.

open Budget Partnership, open Budgets change Lives, (Washington, Dc: open Budget Partnership, 2012), http://internationalbudget.org/wp-content/uploads/oBS2012-infographic.png.
republic of South Africa, “Promotion of Access to information Act,” government gazette No. 20852, february, 3, 2000, accessed August 13, 2013, http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadfileAction?id=68186.
3
Djankov, Simeon, rafael La Porta, florencio Lopez-de-Silanes, and Andrei Shleifer, “Disclosure by Politicians,” tuck School of Business Working Paper 2009-60 (2009), http://papers.ssrn.
com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1334126##; organisation for economic cooperation and Development (oecD), “types of information Decision Makers Are required to formally Disclose,
and Level of transparency,” in government at a glance 2009, (oecD, 2009), 132, http://bit.ly/13vgtqS; ricard Messick, “income and Asset Disclosure by World Bank client countries,”
(Washington, Dc: World Bank, 2009), http://bit.ly/1ciokyf.
4
economist intelligence unit, Democracy index 2010: Democracy in retreat, (London: economist. 2010), http://graphics.eiu.com/PDf/Democracy_index_2010_web.pdf.
5
ismail Davids, Department of Public Service and Administration, personal communication, April 19, 2013; cape town Stakeholder Meeting, April 30, 2013. See Annex for details.
6
Department of Public Service and Administration, “DSPA in the Media,” last modified October 3, 2012, http://www.dpsa.gov.za/article.php?id=181.
7
republic of South Africa, “Public Service Amendment Act,” government gazette No. 30675, January 17, 2008, accessed August 13, 2013, http://www.info.gov.za/view/
DownloadfileAction?id=88593.
8
republic of South Africa, open government Partnership (ogP) Action Plan: republic of South Africa, (Pretoria: government of South Africa, 2011).
9
republic of South Africa, open government Partnership: government Self-Assessment report, (Pretoria: government of South Africa, 2013).
2

toc

to gather the voices of multiple stakeholders, clear
content organised two stakeholder forums, in cape
town and durban, which were conducted according
to a focus group model. clear content also reviewed
two key documents prepared by the government: a
report on South Africa’s first action plan8 and the selfassessment published by the government in April 2013.9
numerous references are made to these documents.
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ii | ProceSS: DeVeLoPMeNt
of ActioN PLAN
Countries participating in oGP are required to follow a process for consultation during
development of their action plan.

OGP GuIdelInes

organisations to respond to the call.

countries must:

Government officials gave two reasons for the lack
of publicity. first, the tight timeframe for drawing up
the action plan limited the amount of time that they
would have to share the plan for consultation. Second,
no budget was allocated for the ogP process, which
limited outreach to potential participants.

•

Make the details of their public consultation
process and timeline available (online at minimum)
prior to the consultation.

•

Consult widely with the national community,
including civil society and the private sector; seek
out a diverse range of views; and make a summary
of the public consultation and all individual written
comment submissions available online.

•

Undertake OGP awareness-raising activities to
enhance public participation in the consultation.

•

Consult the population with sufficient forewarning
and through a variety of mechanisms—including online and through in-person meetings—to ensure the
accessibility of opportunities for citizens to engage.

A fifth requirement, during consultation, is set out
in Section c of the ogP Articles of governance,
“Consultation during Implementation”:
•

Countries must identify a forum to enable regular
multi-stakeholder consultation on ogP implementation through an existing or new entity.

avaIlabIlIty Of PrOcess and
tImelIne fOr PublIc cOnsultatIOn
cSos that attended the cape town meeting (see
Annex: methodology for details) stated that the
timelines for ogP processes leading to drafting of the
country action plan were not made public online in
advance,1 a fact acknowledged in government’s selfassessment report. the deadline for responding to the
call for engagement was only days, a timeframe that
did not afford sufficient opportunity for a number of

cSos interviewed, however, were suspicious of this
explanation, suggesting that government deliberately
avoided publicising the initiative to limit the
involvement of civil society.

breadth Of cOnsultatIOn
consultation during the development of the action
plan was limited. South Africa’s ogP self-assessment
report shows that the action plan was largely
shaped by internal consultative processes within the
government, and less by external consultations with
cSos and citizens.
Because of budgetary constraints, the government
made a practical decision to approach South
African national ngo coalition (SAngoco) as a
recognised national coalition of ngos. yet some
regarded the approach to SAngoco as limiting
and not in the spirit of ogP. currently, the provincial
structures of SAngoco operate independently
from the national leadership, and some of the
provincial chapters (e.g., western cape, kwazulunatal) have adopted their own constitutions and
registered independently as nonprofit organisations.
the national leadership of SAngoco, therefore,
does not represent provincial chapters. Arguably, it
has even less of a mandate to represent civil society

ii
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toc

in the country generally.
According to the country’s self-assessment report,
a number of workshop consultations took place
with stakeholders, especially organised civil society.
the consultations focussed on service delivery
improvement.
later, other organisations contributed comments
to the national action plan. groups participating
in these consultations included: open democracy
Advisory centre (odAc), South African national civic
organisation (SAnco), and the centre for Economic
governance and AidS in Africa (cEEgA). Some cSos
received a draft of the national action plan and were
invited to make written submissions, which they did. it is
unclear whether a summary was made and posted online.

representatives from the private sector were contacted,
nor is there any indication that private sector
representatives attended the forums.

awareness-raIsInG On
cOnsultatIOn
As stated in the government self-assessment,
little awareness-raising was carried out prior to
development of the action plan, but it was carried out
during implementation.

from interviews with cSos and discussions with
officials from the DPSA, there is no indication that

toc

1

community Law centre Parliamentary Programme, “civil Society calls on the State to be transparent about the open government Partnership (ogP),” accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.
ly/16ir83g; cape town Stakeholder Meeting, April 30, 2013.
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iii | ProcESS: conSultAtion
during imPlEmEntAtion
consultation during implementation of South Africa’s ogP Action Plan took a different
form than consultations prior to implementation.
many community consultations occurred through direct
contacts by community development workers (cdws).
cdws are employed by the provincial government but
work at the local government level to maintain direct
contact with people where they live and to ensure that
government improves the qualities of the outcomes of
public expenditure. According to the country’s selfassessment, cdws approached residents door-to-door
and also organised community meetings.

the national level. consequently, in cape town, cdws
were denied access to communities to facilitate the
consultative forum.1

three multi-stakeholder forums were held during
implementation of South Africa’s action plan. the
consultative forums took the form of imbizos,
gatherings that bring together government officials
and community members.

In interviews, government officials expressed the need
to reach ordinary citizens as a priority, which would
require staff and financial resources.

cSos that participated in the ogP process expressed
the view that the consultations were perfunctory for
two reasons. first, decision-making powers remained
with the lead institution, which did not seem interested
in sharing power. Second, the imbizos did not focus on
the items in the national action plan.

consultation during implementation covered a
wider geographic area than consultation prior to
implementation. According to the self-assessment,
public participation reached beyond South Africa’s
three capitals through the cdws, who went to
non-capital areas such as mpumalanga Province,
for example. People from different provinces were
also reached through SAngoco, according to the
government report.
the consultation processes were not equally successful
across the country. in the city of cape town, a different
political party holds power than the party in power at

toc

1

ismail Davids, Department of Public Service and Administration, personal communication, April 19, 2013; cape town Stakeholder Meeting, April 30, 2013.
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| ProceSS: coNSuLtAtioN DuriNg iMPLeMeNtAtioN | 11

iv | imPlEmEntAtion of
commitmEntS
this section outlines the requirements of the oGP commitments then reports on each
of the eight commitments made by South Africa.

Grand challenGes and
cOre PrIncIPles
ogP commitments must be structured around a
set of five “grand challenges” that governments
face. they must also incorporate four core open
government principles. ogP recognises that countries
start from different baselines. countries are charged
with selecting the grand challenges and related
commitments that most relate to their contexts. no
action plan, standard, or specific commitments are
forced on any country.

while the nature of concrete commitments under
any grand challenge area should be flexible and
allow for each country’s unique circumstances, all
OGP commitments should reflect four core open
government principles:
•

transparency — information on government activities and decisions is open, comprehensive, timely,
freely available to the public and meets basic open
data standards (e.g. raw data, machine readability).

•

citizen Participation — governments seek to mobilise citizens to engage in public debate, provide
input, and make contributions that lead to more
responsive, innovative and effective governance.

•

Accountability — there are rules, regulations, and
mechanisms in place that call upon government
actors to justify their actions, act upon criticisms
or requirements made of them, and accept
responsibility for failure to perform with respect to
laws or commitments.

•

technology and innovation — governments
embrace the importance of providing citizens with
open access to technology, the role of new technologies in driving innovation, and the importance of
increasing the capacity of citizens to use technology.

The five OGP grand challenges are:
1|

improving Public Services—measures that address the full spectrum of citizen services including
health, education, criminal justice, water, electricity,
telecommunications, and any other relevant service
areas by fostering public service improvement or
private sector innovation.

2|

increasing Public integrity—measures that address
corruption and public ethics, access to information,
campaign finance reform, and media and civil
society freedom.

3|

More Effectively Managing Public resources—
measures that address budgets, procurement,
natural resources, and foreign assistance.

4|

5|

creating Safer communities—measures that address public safety, the security sector, disaster and
crisis response, and environmental threats.
increasing corporate Accountability—measures
that address corporate responsibility on issues such
as the environment, anti-corruption, consumer protection, and community engagement.

countries may focus their commitments at the
national, sub-national, and/or local level—wherever
they believe their open government efforts can have
the greatest impact. recognising that achieving open
government commitments often involves a multi-year
process, governments should attach timeframes and
benchmarks to their commitments that indicate what
is to be accomplished each year, whenever possible.
in this section, each commitment is described by
the projected level of completion based on the
level of completion prior to the time of the review.
iV
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Assertions as to the level of completion are made based on
pronouncements in the government’s self-assessment as to
what is on schedule, and the researcher’s informed analysis
of what was possible in the given assessment period.

toc

14

| IRM | South AfricA ProgreSS rePort 2011-13

1 | Accountability/Consequences Management Framework
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

dPSA

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

none

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Accountability

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

increasing public integrity

SPecificitY of goAl

low

ActioN or PlAN

develop a plan

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

LiMiteD

(CurrenT)

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

uNcLeAr
uNcLeAr: No MeASurABLe DeADLiNe
(PrOJeCTeD)

continued work on basic implementation

full text of the commitment:
Develop and implement an accountability/
consequences management framework for
public servants.
Accountability will be enhanced in that this framework
will concretise “Batho Pele” (“People First”) principles
and ensure that public servants are held accountable
to the public and the communities they serve.

Moving forward
the commitment should be reinstated in the country
action plan, depending on the explanation provided
by government as to why it was omitted in the selfassessment report. consulted civil society stakeholders
supported this recommendation.

What happened?
there is no evidence that this commitment has
been fulfilled.
this commitment was omitted in the country selfassessment report and the self-assessment consultative
meetings. cSos that attended the stakeholder
meetings wondered why the commitment was omitted.
they said when they questioned the omission at the
self-assessment meeting hosted by dPSA in cape
town, they did not receive a response.

toc
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2 | Service Delivery Improvement Forums
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

dPSA

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

SAngoco and other cSos

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Participation, Accountability

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

improving public services, increasing public integrity,
more effectively managing public resources

SPecificitY of goAl

high

ActioN or PlAN

carry out action

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

continued work on basic implementation

Accountability to the public regarding service
delivery performance will be enhanced as well as
greater citizen engagement in service delivery
performance monitoring.
What happened?
it could be said that this commitment was technically
completed, but since further steps need to be taken
to ensure that it is effective, the irm researcher
considered its implementation ‘limited.’ (See “moving
forward,” below.) Efforts to fulfil this commitment
are on schedule. work by government was driven by
recurring service delivery protests.1
According to the government assessment, the
commitment has been partially fulfilled. Actions have

16

(CurrenT)

(PrOJeCTeD)

full text of the commitment
Formalise partnerships with civil society organisations
in all nine provinces to establish Service Delivery
Improvement Forums (SDIFs) at local level to provide
timely citizen report cards on service delivery
levels at community level, especially in relation to
primary health care, water, sanitation, environmental
management and housing.
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included developing a concept paper and terms
of reference for Sdifs and consultations in all nine
provinces. the goal is to establish Sdifs by the end
of 2013.
Both civil society and government agreed that
participation had not been as broad as possible with
limited outreach to civil society. Officials from the
lead government institutions stated that cSos lacked
cooperation among themselves and were competing
for government attention. By some accounts,
because they did not engage with government with
one voice, government worked with a limited number
of citizen organisations while deliberately avoiding
some organisations.
cSos agreed that participation was limited but cited
a different set of underlying problems. Stakeholders in
cape town suggested that government relations with
cSos in all nine provinces had not yet been formalised.
Participants in the durban stakeholder meeting
emphasised that it is difficult for government to finalise
partnerships with cSos because government does not
know how many cSos operate in the province.

on a related note, organisations complained of
insufficient community awareness regarding the need
to create Sdifs.
cSo representatives noted that government‘s
approach of sidelining some cSos does not work in
the interest of communities since those organisations
may have invaluable connections with communities.
they thought the process showed a lack of goodwill on
the part of government.
Did it matter?
the commitment stretched government practice
beyond that which existed before the action plan was
created.2 civil society participants acknowledged the
potential of this commitment to change the service
delivery environment in South Africa.
yet, their acknowledgement was tempered by the
sense that government seems wary of empowering
citizens and cSos. these suspicions speak to mistrust
between government and the cSos consulted.

Moving forward
further work is needed on basic implementation.
the irm researcher recommends widening the number
of organisations involved in the partnership, building
a database of existing ngos, raising awareness, and
establishing clearer criteria for participation.
Partnerships with cSos should involve organisations
that have a long-standing history of working with
communities. organisations should not be selected
on the basis of their history of agreement with the
government but rather on their experience in working
with and in communities.
it is clear that cSos have not organised themselves
coherently so as to be well positioned to engage
with government. cSos can take steps to improve
community empowerment and awareness.

toc
1

radhakrishna Padayachie, “input by the Minister for Public Service and Administration, Mr radhakrishna L Padayachie (roy), on the occasion of the South African National early childhood
Development conference.” Ministerial speech, March 28, 2012, accessed August 13, 2013, http://www.dpsa.gov.za/article.php?id=104; DPSA, “Service Delivery and organisational transformation framework,” october 24, 2011, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/1egWAgV.
2
forms of engagements in line with this commitment existed before the commitment was undertaken. Black Sash, a national cSo, had a community Monitoring and Advocacy Project
(cMAP) that improved awareness of rights and contributed towards active citizenship. the programme ran from August 2010 to August 2012. government‘s role in the project was to give a
go-ahead for Black Sash to engage with communities. the european union funded the project, and the project was not initiated under the ogP initiative.
further, government has a service delivery reporting portal, which covers local government as one of the outcomes that was initiated before 2009, http://www.thepresidency-dpme.gov.za/
dpmewebsite/Page.aspx?id=171. the Department of Monitoring and evaluation, in the Presidency, maintains the portal.
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3 | Know Your Service rights and responsibilities Campaign
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

the department of Public Service and Administration

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

the government communication and information Services (gciS), chapter 9
institutions, SAngonEt, community and mainstream media, civil society
constituency-based structures

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Access to information, Participation, Accountability

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

improving public services, increasing public integrity.

SPecificitY of goAl

high

ActioN or PlAN

carry out action

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

continued work on basic implementation

Citizen awareness of legal frameworks for
accountability, transparency and citizen engagement
will be enhanced.
What happened?
the commitment has been met and outreach initiatives
have been undertaken to educate communities about
their rights.
The “Know Your Service Rights and Responsibilities”
booklet existed prior to the commitment. the Service
rights and responsibilities campaign was underway
as far back as 2010. however, there are always
opportunities to improve on fulfilling this commitment
by extending the reach of the campaign and by
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full text of the commitment
Enhance the capacity and capabilities of communities
to access and claim their socio-economic rights
through the roll-out of national public education
campaigns, specifically a public outreach campaign
on Know Your Service Rights and Responsibilities
(KYSR&R) to inform citizens about their service rights,
responsibilities, and legal mechanisms available to
hold government accountable.
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improving its substance. the primary result of the
commitment has been the intensification of outreach
programmes.
According to the government self-assessment, more
than 35,000 brochures were distributed through
cdw programme, with the aim to distribute more
through 2013 and 2014. the dPSA’s 2012–13 budget
vote shows that the department has intensified
engagements with communities on the campaign.1
civil society stakeholders interviewed in durban
corroborated this assertion. the department of
human Settlements, for example, has been informing
people about how to apply for housing subsidies.
Each government department has an outreach
programme. At the provincial government level,
the cdw programme is also used to further this
commitment. the department of health’s “Patient
Charter,” which aims to educate patients about their
rights, is another initiative that fulfils this commitment.2
According to CSOs, the main challenge identified
by stakeholders is that the “know your rights and
Responsibilities” booklet should be made available

in local languages. Participants in the cape town
stakeholder meeting noted that most people who
stand to benefit from this campaign cannot read and
write in English.
Did it matter?
cSos that attended the durban and cape town
meetings stated that further implementation of this
commitment will help improve relationships between
government and citizens. if communities are informed
about their rights and responsibilities, they will be able
to engage with government without having to resort to
service delivery protests, which sometimes turn violent.
in partnership with government, cSos believe they
can help shift the attitudes of community members
towards government and influence how they make
their demands heard.3

Moving Forward
organisations that attended the meetings
appealed to government to respect and make use
of the relationships that some cSos have built
with communities. information about rights and
responsibilities should also be available in local
languages. Stakeholders expressed the view that
there needs to be renewed partnership between
government and CSOs in fulfilment of this initiative,
as it is critical for the meaning of citizenship in the
country. the irm researcher concurred.

cSos that attended durban meetings stated
that there are indications that the department of
Health’s “Patient Charter,” was having an impact in
kwazulu-natal Province. they said citizens are using
the booklets distributed in hospitals and that citizens
have also taken responsibility to further educate
themselves about their rights and responsibilities.
citizens at the meeting stated that they were also
engaging in a rights and responsibilities awareness
campaign, “filling the gap” where necessary, because
kwazulu-natal community members want even more
information about their rights and responsibilities.
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republic of South Africa National treasury, “estimates of National expenditure,” february 22, 2012, 19, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/13VuBgg.
Department of Public Service and Administration, “Know Your Service rights and responsibilities,” Second edition, March/April 2010, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/16iy3hQ;
Durban Stakeholder Meeting, May 17, 2013.
3
Durban Stakeholder Meeting, May 17, 2013.
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4 | national Anti-Corruption Forum (nACF) and Anti-Corruption Hotline
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

dPSA

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

cSos in the nAcf

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Accountability, technology and innovation

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

increasing public integrity

SPecificitY of goAl

high

ActioN or PlAN

carry out action

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

continued work on basic implementation

Capacitating the anti-corruption mechanisms will
enhance accountability and public trust.
What happened?
According to the government’s self-assessment, the
national Anti-corruption task team was formed and
2,018 public officials were trained.
the national Anti-corruption hotline was established
in december 2004, prior to the ogP commitments.
other measures include the announcement of the
formation of the Anti-corruption Bureau, to be located
in the dPSA to monitor disciplinary cases relating to
corruption across all levels of government to ensure
that cases are investigated and thoroughly expedited.1
the commitment is on schedule. notably, though, the
commitment requires ongoing institutional support.
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full text of the commitment
Enhance national integrity through institutional
capacity-building of National Anti-Corruption Forum
(NACF) and Anti-Corruption Hotline. This will include
the capacity development of anti-corruption officials
and strengthening the Hotline’s advocacy and
investigation functions.
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Did it matter?
The commitment did not constitute a significant shift
in government practice because some anti-corruption
initiatives were already being implemented; for
example, the Anti-corruption hotline was established
in 2004. discussions in Parliament in 20122 noted
previous attempts to strengthen the capacity of civil
servants to fight corruption.3
civil society stakeholders interviewed acknowledged
the existence of institutions aimed at capacitating
the anti-corruption initiatives. however, they
were concerned about the effectiveness of these
institutions. there was a perception that institutions
can be thwarted by lack of political will.4
Moving Forward
further work is needed on basic implementation.
Beyond capacity building in anti-corruption initiatives,
there is a problem of institutional credibility. the
establishment of new institutions that would investigate
allegations of corruption in the public sector should be
complemented by efforts to renew the public trust in
government institutions.

Stakeholders recommended that institutions such
as the national Prosecution Authority (nPA) and
the Special investigating unit (Siu) be placed
under credible leadership so that they can pursue
investigations and prosecution without favour. Both
institutions have had acting heads for extended
periods. the constitutional court removed former
nPA head, Advocate menzi Simelane, in october
2012. Since then the president has not appointed
a permanent head to the nPA. the Siu has had an
acting head since late 2011. while it is not the role of
the irm to comment on the court case, institutions
would be strengthened through the appointment of
effective leaders.5
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cape town Stakeholder Meeting, April 30, 2013; Ndivhuwo Mabaya, “Media Statement by Minister Sisulu on cape town international Anti-corruption Day 2012,” Department of Public
Service Administration, December 10, 2012, accessed August 13, 2013, http://www.dpsa.gov.za/article.php?id=214.
“Discussion in Parliament on implementation of Anti-corruption Measures,” March 6, 2012, accessed June 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/13lDp4X.
3
Public Service Commission, “Public Service Corruption Trends,” Briefing to the Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration, November 7, 2012, accessed 12 August, 2013,
http://bit.ly/PPw5Yw.
4
Dumisani Nkwamba, “how We’re countering Public Service corruption – DPSA,” April 21, 2011, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/167V3id.
5
Shortly before publication, President Zuma appointed heads of the Siu and NPA.
2
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5 | Guidelines for Corruption-related Sanctions
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

dPSA

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

none

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Accountability

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

increasing public integrity

SPecificitY of goAl

medium

ActioN or PlAN

carry out action

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

Significant revision of the commitment

Transparency will be enhanced in that the public will
know the sanctions for corruption-related cases.
What happened?
this commitment has not yet been met, although
some processes are underway.
South Africa’s self-assessment report states that this
commitment has been partially met because draft
guidelines are scheduled for review. Additionally, the
self-assessment report points to existing regulations
that need to be reviewed and finalised. However,
the report does not show how the impending review
and finalisation of the guidelines respond to the
requirement of this commitment.
officials from the kwazulu-natal office of the Public
Protector stated that they were not aware of the
draft guidelines.
cape town stakeholder meeting participants said
they were unaware of draft guidelines. According to
stakeholders, there were no consultative meetings
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(CurrenT)

(PrOJeCTeD)

full text of the commitment
Approve guidelines on sanctions for corruptionrelated cases.
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with either cSos or communities regarding the
implementation of this commitment.
Did it matter?
there is no evidence of positive spinoffs resulting
from fulfilment of this commitment because there are
no measurable activities relating to implementation
of the commitment. the commitment did not stretch
government practice beyond that which existed before
the action plan.
Moving Forward
the irm recommends that this commitment
be reformulated so that activities involving its
implementation are identifiable and, therefore,
measurable. the next step should be to make the draft
guidelines publicly available to allow for input and
public engagement towards their finalisation and then
to finalise the guidelines.

6 | Develop a Citizen Participation Guideline
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

dPSA

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

community-based civil society structures and business

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Participation, technology and innovation

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

improving public services

SPecificitY of goAl

high

ActioN or PlAN

Both

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

LiMiteD

(CurrenT)

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

(PrOJeCTeD)

continued work on basic implementation

full text of the commitment
Develop a citizen participation guideline for
public sector departments that ensures that every
public sector department across all spheres has
a functional, resourced, and capacitated citizen
engagement unit, which regularly and proactively
engages with civil society.
This guideline will give direction to public service
departments on citizen engagement in service delivery
and policy-making through, among others, the use of
online and mobile technology. Participatory democracy
will be enhanced.
What happened?
the draft citizen participation guideline was developed
and is awaiting finalization but the IRM researcher
was unable to obtain a copy. different guidelines on
public participation exist for different spheres and
departments in South Africa.
the commitment builds on prior activity. in march
2010, the Public Service commission (PSc) issued
a template on how to develop public participation
guidelines in the public sector.1

Stakeholders said they were aware that guidelines
were being developed, however, the process was not
sufficiently open and accessible. Participants in the
cape town meeting said the draft guideline for public
participation exists, although they could not attest to
its details. A researcher familiar with the process of
drafting the guideline confirmed that it was emailed to
certain organisations and individuals for comment. the
consultation has been with experts rather than with the
broader civil society sector.2
Did it matter?
Official proposals to create a public participation
guideline existed before the commitment was
made. the PSc had published a template on public
participation guidelines in march 2010. there is also a
national framework Strategy on Public Participation
that dates to 2005. this commitment did not bring a
significant change in practices.
Because this commitment has not yet been
implemented, its potential outcomes are unclear.
Stakeholders said there should be a stronger
partnership between government and cSos in
developing and finalising these guidelines. CSOs
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toc

reported that the increasing number of service
delivery protests is an indication of the need
for government to partner with civil society in
implementing this commitment.
Moving Forward
further work is needed on basic implementation. As
well, the commitment could be reformulated slightly
to better ensure accountability.
the commitment could be better stated, “develop
and finalise guidelines.” As it stands, any minor
development or movement regarding the guidelines
could be interpreted as having “developed a
guideline.” A more clearly articulated guideline would
establish clear milestones for the development and
finalisation of these guidelines.

toc

1

Public Service commission. “template for Developing Public Participation guideline.” Pretoria: Blackmoon Advertising, 2010, http://www.psc.gov.za/documents/docs/guidelines/temp%20
Develop%20guide.pdf.
2
imraan Baccus, civil society practitioner, telephone interview with author, June 12, 2013.
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7 | enhance Involvement of Civil Society in the Budget Process
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

national treasury

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

All public sector departments, business, and national constituency-based
civil society structures

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Access to information, Participation, Accountability

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

increasing public integrity, more effectively managing public resources

SPecificitY of goAl

medium

ActioN or PlAN

develop a plan

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

(CurrenT)

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

uNcLeAr
uNcLeAr: No MeASurABLe DeADLiNe
(PrOJeCTeD)

Significant revision of the commitment

full text of the commitment
Enhance the involvement of civil society at every
stage of the budgetary process across all spheres of
government to enhance the progressive realisation
of socioeconomic rights and enable citizens to track
public expenditure.
Enable citizens to plan and inform the strategic
priorities of the budget, thereby ensuring transparency,
accountability and citizen engagement at every stage
of the process.
What happened?
for a number of years, cSos have given feedback on
budget proposals through parliamentary committees.
opportunities for submissions on national, provincial,
and local government budgets also exist.
South Africa is internationally rated as one of the
most transparent countries when it comes to budget
transparency and involvement of civil society in the
budgetary processes.1 however, questions emerge

1

LiMiteD

regarding the quality of information that goes into
the budget and the manner in which the budget is
ultimately executed.
Did it matter?
this commitment involved activities that did not
stretch government practice beyond the baseline that
existed prior to joining the ogP. for that reason, it is
unclear how this commitment “enhanced” civil society
participation. As well, cSos consulted said they are
not convinced that their inputs ultimately influence the
budget.
Moving Forward
in order to move government practice beyond the
current baseline, future commitments might focus on
(1) improving the quality of information which goes into
the budget and (2) improving the quality of information
on expenditure and outcomes from the budget.
toc

South African government News Agency, “treasury Welcomes results of open Budget index,” January 28, 2013, accessed August 13, 2013, http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/treasury-welcomes-results-open-budget-index.
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8 | environmental Management Portal Feasibility Study
CoMMItMEnt SUMMArY
leAD iNStitutioN

department of Environmental Affairs

SuPPortiNg iNStitutioNS

none

PoiNt of coNtAct SPecifieD?

no

ogP vAlueS

Access to information, technology and innovation

ogP grAND chAlleNgeS

increasing public integrity, more effectively managing public resources

SPecificitY of goAl

high

ActioN or PlAN

develop a plan

level of
CoMPLEtIon
NeXt StePS

Not
StArteD

What happened?
Strictly interpreted, this commitment has not been
met. According to South Africa’s self-assessment
report, the department of water Affairs manages
two portals that fulfil this commitment: the green
drop initiative assesses wastewater management
and Blue drop portal provides information on
drinking water quality.1
however, the green drop and Blue drop initiatives
have three shortcomings:

26

SuBStANtiAL

coMPLete

continued work on basic implementation

Transparency will be enhanced if citizens have access
to reliable environmental data on water quality and
other environmental issues.

1.

(CurrenT)

(PrOJeCTeD)

full text of the commitment
Explore the feasibility of establishing a single
agency mandated by Government to develop a
comprehensive and publicly accessible portal of
environmental management information.
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they present information only on water quality
measurements and do not provide comprehensive
environmental information across different sectors
such as air and land;
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2.

They are not unified as committed to in the action
plan;

3.

the commitment was for a feasibility study “to
establish a single agency mandated by government
to develop a comprehensive and publicly accessible
portal of environmental management information.”
this implies that government’s performance in
relation to this commitment has to be measured in
terms of a feasibility study about the creation of the
portal, as opposed to the existence and also comprehensiveness of the portal.2

cSos interviewed corroborated this assessment.
they did not think the Blue drop and the green drop
assessment portals amounted to the establishment
of a single environmental information framework.
green drop and Blue drop are assessment reports
on compliance with wastewater and drinking water
legislation and other required best practices. they
have been in existence in their current form since 2008,
prior to the commitments being made.3
the challenges facing this commitment are the
consolidation of environmental information and

raising awareness of the existence of the information
portal. Stakeholders at meetings said they are not
aware of the measures that have been taken to fulfil
this commitment.
Did it matter?
this commitment would have stretched government
practice beyond that which existed before the action
plan was adopted. however, as reported in the selfassessment, the practice around the Blue drop and the
Green Drop initiatives did not change significantly.4
Stakeholders in cape town and durban stated that
there is a need for consolidation of environmental
monitoring information to ensure it is comprehensible
and deals with all relevant sectors. of particular
urgency, stakeholders noted that South Africa’s mining
sector has been implicated in a water management
crisis because of acid mine drainage. Stakeholders
said there is a need for the creation of a portal for
environment management information to capture
information relating to this issue.5

Moving Forward
further work is needed on basic implementation.
Stakeholders stated that information portals
across different government departments would
not constitute sufficient compliance towards the
commitment. they pointed out that efforts need to
be in place to aggregate environmental information
across different sectors in order to present it to
the public.
the irm researcher recommends further
implementation of this commitment in a way
that brings about better access to environmental
management information. Availability of
comprehensive environmental information would
strengthen compliance with environmental regulation
in South Africa. Environmental information should
not be limited to water management systems and
more information should be provided proactively. As
well, awareness campaigns are needed to ensure that
citizens are aware of the availability of environmental
information and know how to access it.6

toc
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Available at www.dwa.gov.za/bluedrop and www.dwa.gov.za/greendrop.
2
Mellisa fourie, centre for environmental rights, email correspondence with author, June, 6, 2013.
3
Wateronline, “the green Droprreports,” accessed August 13, 2013, http://www.wateronline.co.za/wastewater/introduction/green-drop-reports.html.
4
News 24, “Big Boost for Blue Drop Water,” June 30, 2011, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/jemDfJ; “DA: clean Water report Shocking,” January 26, 2010, accessed 13 August,
2013, http://bit.ly/bgXdtf.
5
Vaal environmental Justice Alliance, “ Vaal environmental organisation takes ArcelorMittal South Africa to court for Withholding records,” Media release, centre for environmental rights,
May, 31 2013, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/1cKrZh4.
6
Sipho Kings, “Access to environment information is Being Blocked, reveals report,” Mail & guardian, March 4, 2013, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/104XnQ2; James c. Mugabe,
“the environment in the Media: information, Misinformation and Propaganda?” consultancy Africa intelligence, May 2, 2012, accessed August 13, 2013, http://bit.ly/19qgAf5.
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v | ProcESS:
SElf-ASSESSmEnt chEckliSt
the government self-assessment was published on 23 April. while as of July 2013, the dPSA had not released
information on the consultation processes leading to the drafting of the action plan, upon the author’s request
the dPSA made available its report on the self-assessment process. the information is not publicly available
because it has not yet been officially approved. CSOs at the Cape Town Stakeholder Forum stated that one
commitment is missing from the government’s self-assessment report and that government did not explain or
discuss the process that led to reducing the number of commitments from eight to seven. finally, stakeholders at
the cape town forum stated that the entire ogP process in South Africa has been carried out in English, which
may exclude views from many citizens who are not conversant in English.

o
✗ yes o no

Was annual progress report published?

April 23, 2013
Was it done according to schedule?

✗ yes o no
o

Is the report available in the local language(s)? According to stakeholders, was this adequate?

✗ no
o yes o

is the report available in english?

✗ yes o no
o

Did the government provide a two-week public comment period on draft
self-assessment reports?

o
✗ yes o no

Were any public comments received?

✗ yes o no
o

is the report deposited in the ogP portal?

o
✗ yes o no

Did the self-assessment report include review of consultation efforts?

✗ yes o no
o

Did the report cover all of the commitments?

✗ no
o yes o

Did it assess completion according to schedule?

✗ yes o no
o

Does the report reaffirm responsibility for openness?

o yes o
✗ no

Does the report describe the relationship of the action plan with grand challenge areas?

✗ yes o no
o
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vi | moving forwArd
addItIOnal fIndInGs
Pursuant to the IRM’s charter, this section reflects
activities that are not captured in the country’s action
plan but that may affect its participation in the ogP.
National context for freedom of information
in may 2013, Parliament passed the Protection of State
information Bill, which was awaiting the signature of
the President as of July 2013. discussions around the
passage of this bill have created an environment in
which civil society and advocates of accountability
view commitments by government towards openness
initiatives with suspicion. the bill gives powers to
the minister of State Security to classify certain state
information. Possession of classified information would
constitute a punishable criminal offence. According
to some stakeholders interviewed, the bill could
penalise whistleblowing in government and make
illegal the possession or publication of a wide variety
of information seen as essential to improving public
integrity. the effect of this bill and its impacts on the
ogP environment were widely discussed throughout
2012, as parliament debated the bill and cSos
protested against it.1
in civil society stakeholder meetings, participants
raised doubts relating whether government was
genuine in committing to the ogP while at the same
time working to pass a law whose implementation
could have adverse impacts on open government.

staKehOlder PrIOrItIes
cSos attending the meetings felt it was critical for the
government to implement commitment 1: “Service
Delivery Improvement Forums.” (See Section IV).
the commitment dealt with delivery of basic services,
one of the most pressing issues in South Africa. health
and housing are also considered critical areas. it was
also mentioned that formalising partnerships with civil
society would reduce the mistrust that characterises
the relationship between government and civil society.
cSos held that partnership with government is a

critical step towards improving the lives of ordinary
citizens.
cSos maintained that more public awareness raising is
needed about how citizens can use their constitutional
rights and stressed the importance of implementing
commitment 3: “know your Service rights and
Responsibilities.” (See Section IV). In essence,
participants considered empowerment of cSos and
communities as critical.

crOss-cuttInG
recOmmendatIOns Of the Irm
in addition to the many recommendations made
in each commitment, a number of cross-cutting
recommendations aim to improve both the remaining
implementation of the first South African action plan
and the development of the next action plan.
continue emphasis on service delivery
the next action plan should focus on how government
relates with cSos, community-based organisations,
and communities at large. cSos reported that without
a good relationship between government and cSos,
tensions within communities will continue to build
and that could lead to escalation of service delivery
protests in the country.
further, the government should undertake efforts to
make citizens more aware of their rights and how to
access those rights.
raise awareness
one of the challenges with the ogP in South Africa
is that the initiative is not sufficiently publicised.
while some cSos (open democracy Advisory centre
(odAc), SAncogo western cape) are aware of the
ogP and have been tracking the initiative, quite a
number of the relevant stakeholders are not aware
of the ogP. the level of awareness regarding South
Africa’s ogP action plan is unsatisfactory even among
government agencies that could be expected to be
fully aware of the initiative.

Vi
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in response to questions about ogP for the irm
assessment report, some practitioners relied heavily on
researchers from odAc, and cSos at the forefront of
the ogP initiative in South Africa. the fact that some
cSos seem to have resigned themselves to the fact
that they are not experts on ogP and thus enquiries
should be forwarded to odAc, indicates a lack of
understanding about the extent of awareness and
consultation that should be part of the ogP process.
further, some of the constitutional chapter 9
institutions, such as the South African human rights
commission (SAhrc) and the Public Protector, seemed
not to have adequate knowledge and awareness about
the OGP. For example, Officials from KwaZulu-Natal
Office of the Public Protector stated that they were not
aware of it.

frame commitments appropriately
A number of commitments selected by South
Africa did not require new activities that stretched
government practice beyond the existing baseline.
This selection of ongoing activities makes it difficult
to review government’s performance in fulfilling those
commitments. As demonstrated in South Africa’s selfassessment report, government can point to activities
that took place before entering OGP as fulfilment of
certain commitments.
to avoid this problem, ogP could request
governments to provide information on the state
of implementation of the commitment when the
commitment is included in the country action
plan. only achievements that take place after the
commitment would be assessed in the review.

the poor state of awareness suggests that efforts
should be made to publicise ogP and South Africa’s
action plan. the state of coordination and cooperation
among cSos also needs to be improved to create an
environment for peer sharing and possibly the spread
of information regarding the ogP initiative.
Additionally, government should develop a yearly
timeline for ogP processes, which should be made
publicly available at the beginning of the processes, with
amendments communicated in a more timely manner.
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cape town Stakeholder Meeting, April 30, 2013; emsie ferreira, “Bizos: Secrecy Bill ‘threatensValues’ of constitution.” Mail & guardian. March 12, 2012, accessed August 13, 2013, http://
bit.ly/ycYohm.
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AnnEx: mEthodology
As a complement to the participating government’s
self-assessment, ogP requires an independent
assessment report written by well-respected
governance researchers, preferably from each ogP
participating country. these experts, using an ogP
questionnaire and guidelines, (1) perform a desk
analysis of the government’s own self-assessment
report and any other assessments of progress put
out by civil society, the private sector, or international
organisations; (2) conduct stakeholder meetings
according to ogP guidelines to solicit local opinion on
progress towards the commitments; and (3) conduct
interviews with local ogP stakeholders, including
government. the local expert’s report is reviewed by
a small international expert panel appointed by the
ogP Steering committee to ensure high standards of
research and due diligence.
given budgetary and time constraints, the
irm researcher cannot consult all interested or
affected parties. consequently, the irm strives for
methodological transparency, and therefore, where
possible, makes public the process of stakeholder
engagement in research. in national contexts
where anonymity of informants—governmental
or nongovernmental—is required, the irm will
protect the anonymity of sources. the irm strongly
encourages commentary on public drafts of each
report upon publication.
this report was prepared by ralph mathekga
with clear content research & consulting of
Johannesburg, a South African firm that provides
advisory services on political strategy, analysis, and
research. the report was reviewed in phases by the
staff of the irm (based in washington, dc) and the
international Experts’ panel, which oversees quality
and content of the irm reports. finally government
was given an opportunity to comment and provide
additional information.

clear content held two stakeholder meetings—one in
cape town on 30 April, 2013 and one in durban on
17 may 2013. representatives from nine cSos
attended the cape town meeting and representatives
from five CSOs and two constitutional organisations
attended the durban meeting. the meetings are
summarised below.
in selecting cSos to invite to stakeholder meetings,
an attempt was made to include both those that
are familiar and unfamiliar with the ogP initiative. A
balance was also made between community-based
organisations and formally organised cSos that are
experts on the ogP. Some organisations that attended
the cape town meeting were well informed about the
ogP process, having closely observed and tracked
the initiative. A decision was made to ensure that
they were mixed with community-based organisations
that operate in townships. the level and nature of
contribution to the discussions varied along those lines.
Some organisations had a clear understanding of the
policy environment because their programmes focused
on the same area, while others provided reflections
on how ogP would apply to ordinary community
members.
in durban, the durban-based democracy development
Programme (ddP) assisted in identifying organisations
from civil society. the durban meeting also attracted
two chapter 9 institutions—the Public Protector
(kwazulu-natal) and the South African human
Rights Commission (KwaZulu-Natal office). These
organisations work closely with communities as
they handle complaints about the performance of
government departments. kwazulu-natal communitybased organisations brought the perspective of
communities at the grassroots level.
time and resource limitations constrained the number
of stakeholder meetings the irm researcher was able
to carry out.
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caPe tOwn staKehOlder fOrum
30 April, 2013
Attendees
• Human Science Research Council (HSRC). The HSRC
conducts large-scale, policy-relevant, social-scientific projects for public-sector users, nongovernmental
organisations and international development agencies. it operates under the department of Science
and technology, which provides its substantial
core funding; it is thus effectively “parastatal.”
the hSrc had attended the dPSA country
self-assessment meeting in cape town. the
hrSc is familiar with the ogP process.
•

Proudly Elsies River. This community organisation
based in Elsie’s river in cape town provides school
gardening programs, supports abused children and
women, and promotes safety in schools.

•

Sanctuary for Abused Women and Children.
Provides shelter and support for abused women in
the western cape.

•

CANSA and Metro Health Forum. This Cape
Town CSO fights cancer and offers support to
cancer sufferers.

•

Open Democracy Advisory Centre (ODAC). ODAC
is a cSo whose mission is to promote transparent
democracy, foster a culture of corporate and government accountability, and assist people in South Africa.

•

Africa Unite. Africa Unite is a human rights
and youth empowerment cSo that works with
citizens, refugees, and migrants to prevent
conflicts, enhance social cohesion, and promote
socioeconomic development.

•

National Institute for Crime Prevention and Rehabilitation of offenders (nicro). nicro is a prisoner’s
aid association with a rich history in human rights
and prison and criminal justice reform.

•

SANGOCO (Western Cape). It is the provincial
chapter of SAngoco, the South African national
ngo coalition.

•

Progressive Youth Movement (PYM). PYM is a Khayelitsha-based movement that has been leading local
community struggles for jobs and service delivery.
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Synopsis of meeting
the meeting took the form of a focus group discussion.
Some of the attending organisations were very
informed about the ogP process. Some work on ogP
as part of their programme.
the cape town meeting took place approximately
two weeks after the department of Public Service and
Administration (dSPA) hosted a consultative meeting
in the province. the government self-assessment
meeting had created awareness about the ogP which
benefitted the IRM meeting.
most of the organisations that attended the meeting
had serious concerns about the quality, processes,
and intentions behind recent dPSA self-assessment
meetings. At the beginning of the irm meeting, they
were suspicious that the irm process would be carried
out in a similar way. Participants said that the dSPA
meetings were not carried out in a way that considered
the views and reflections of participants. There were
concerns that the self-assessment meetings were
conducted to fulfil the requirements of the report process
rather than to engage in the process of self-assessment.
the irm meeting began with a full explanation
of the intentions of the irm process and the
opportunity it provides for cSos to give input into
the ogP commitments and their implementation.
All commitments and progress towards their
implementation were discussed. the focus was on
whether each commitment was implemented instead
of on the impact of the fulfilment of the commitment.
the general assessment was that much work still
must be done for South Africa to get to a point where
commitments could be meaningfully implemented.
Attendees felt most of the commitments in the
action plan were not fulfilled. They also pointed out
that South Africa had made eight commitments but
only seven were accounted for in the country’s self
assessment process.1 the meeting was helpful to the
irm researcher in understanding the substance of the
action plan and also the ogP process in the country.

durban staKehOlder fOrum
17 may, 2013
Attendees
• The Office of the Public Protector (KwaZulu-Natal
Office). The provincial chapter of the Office of the
Public Protector is a constitutional institution with
responsibility to strengthen democracy.
•

Democracy Development Project (DDP). DDP is
nonprofit organisation, supporting capacity building
on governance and civil society levels.

•

South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC).
this constitutional institution is the national
institution established to support constitutional
democracy.

•

Umnotho Democratic Front. The organisation was
founded in 2011 to defend and advance the rights
of the South African people.

•

Yours in Youth Community Development. This youth
development centre provides support for youth in
community.

•

Ithembalabantu. This membership organisation assists community organisations with capacity building
and resource mobilisation.

•

Community Law and Rural Development Centre
(CLRDC). CLRDC is an independent, nonprofit
organisation that empowers communities in rural
areas to become self-reliant and participate meaningfully in decision-making.

As discussions began, attendees raised the concern
that the cSos invited to the focus group meeting should
not be taken to be representative of the civil society
sector in kwazulu-natal province. Suggestions were
made that the irm research process should be carried
out in a way that it would be as far reaching as possible.
there were frustrations regarding the limitations of the
consultative processes of the ogP. Attendees said that
the irm process is important to cSos and, therefore,
has to be done properly, perhaps across all provinces.
the low level of trust between government and cSos
was reflected in the meeting. CSOs reported that
they had been trying to improve and harness their
relationship with communities, while government was
seen as not fully recognising the strength and potential
of that relationship.
it became clear that some ogP self-assessment forums
in kwazulu-natal had not involved provincial organised
cSos. cSos showed interest in the substance of the
commitments and they also demonstrated knowledge
about the policy areas affecting the commitments. had
they been aware of the other ogP processes, they
could have played a meaningful role.
the attendees were helpful in highlighting the policy
environment against which some of the commitments
had been made. they were familiar with activities
surrounding the commitments, but not aware of the
ogP process or the country action plan. Attendees are
likely to make follow-up efforts to track ogP processes
in the province and nationally.

Synopsis of meeting
the engagement took place in a semi-structured focus
group format.

abOut the IndePendent
rePOrtInG mechanIsm

most attendees were not familiar with the ogP. the
organisations that sent representatives were wellknown practitioners within civil society with extensive
work in communities. only the SAhrc representative
knew about ogP because SAhrc had attended an
ogP engagement that was called by the kwazuluNatal Premier’s Office. The provincial Office of the
Public Protector did not know about ogP.

the ogP irm is a key means by which government,
civil society, and the private sector can track
government development and implementation of
ogP action plans on a bi-annual basis. the design of
research and quality control of such reports is carried
out by the international Experts’ Panel, comprised of
experts in transparency, participation, accountability,
and social science research methods.

1

the self-assessment report was already out when the meeting with cSos took place in cape town. cSos that attended the cape town meeting had also attended the country self-assessment meeting where they noticed one commitment was left out.
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the current membership of the international Experts’
Panel is:
•

Yamini Ayar

•

Debbie Budlender

•

Jonathan Fox

•

Rosemary McGee

•

Gerardo Munck

A small irm staff based in washington, dc shepherds
reports through the irm process in close coordination
with the researcher. questions and comments about
this report can be directed to the staff at
irm@opengovpartnership.org.
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Independent reporting Mechanism
open government Partnership
c/o opengovhub
1889 f Street NW
2nd floor
Washington, Dc 20006

INDEPENDENT
REPORTING MECHANISM

